
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 21 June 2018] 

 p3692d-3693a 
Dr Mike Nahan; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

DARLING RANGE — HOUSEHOLD CHARGES 
437. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I would first like to acknowledge the Bateman Primary School kids from the Bateman electorate, who are in the 
gallery. 
I remind the Premier of the $700 hit per household on the households of Darling Range, and indeed across 
Western Australia, and draw his attention to, first, the 20 per cent surge in calls from Western Australians to the 
National Debt Helpline under his government and, second, the article by Josh Zimmerman in The Sunday Times 
last Sunday, which states that faced with the prospect of losing power or heat, some people are turning to payday 
lenders charging a 20 per cent start-up fee and a monthly interest rate of four per cent. 
Why is the Premier making a bad situation worse for the families of Darling Range and across Western Australia 
with unnecessary price hikes to pay for his $5 billion unfunded election commitments? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
It is a bit rich for the Leader of the Opposition to be raising this issue. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: As I have said in this house before, in the first two years of the Liberal–National government, 
the price increases were double the price increases put in place by my government. The Liberals and Nationals left 
us with forty thousand million dollars’ worth of debt. Western Australians understand this. I must say that when 
I get around Western Australia, they understand that. People come up to me on the street all the time — 
Mr D.C. Nalder: Oh, yes! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They do. They say to me, “You were left with a very — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! I will hear the answer in silence, thank you. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They say, “You were left with a very poor situation.” Liberal Party supporters say they will 
never vote Liberal again because of what it did. In fact, this morning a person said that after a lifetime voting 
Liberal, he voted Labor at the last election because the Liberal–National government ruined the finances so badly. 
Obviously, we would very much like to ensure that price increases are kept down in future years. The forward 
estimates have increases declining. We have put the hardship utilities grants program on a proper financial footing 
and properly funded it. We have also properly funded the financial counselling services for people that were cut 
under the last government. 
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